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Contact: Shawn Gunnin, UM Foundation’s director of annual giving, (406) 243-6209.
UM FOUNDATION’S EXCELLENCE FUND DRIVE PASSES ALL GOALS
MISSOULA Missoula business owners, service providers and University of Montana employees dug deep
into their pockets this fall to help raise more than $300,000 for UM-Missoula’s immediate academic
needs for the upcoming year.
UM alumni pitched in to bring the total for the 1997 UM Foundation’s Excellence Fund Drive
to $495,131. The fall drive targets local businesses and the campus community through peer fund
raising, and alumni across the nation are contacted via a phonathon.
“I continue to be gratefully surprised at the depth of commitment that alumni and Missoula folks
demonstrate for UM,” said Shawn Gunnin, director of annual giving for the UM Foundation.
The annual Excellence Fund drive in the local community and on campus brought in $304,177,
inching above its $300,000 goal and last year’s total of $269,000. Dr. Robert Seim of Missoula
Orthopedic Associates chaired this year’s drive, while Tom Cook, UM music professor and department
chair, spearheaded campus fund-raising efforts. UM staff and faculty accounted for the largest group
donation with pledges of $83,450.
Leading community contributors were: organizations, $60,250; banks, $19,670; doctors,
$19,391; lawyers, $16,056; individuals, $15,575; media, $14,600; bars and restaurants, $8,060; and
Realtors, $6,420.
The phonathon portion of the fund-raising program was extremely successful. After 31 nights of
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calling, campus was almost $191,000 richer, thanks to the generosity of UM alumni and parents of
current UM students. The phonathon goal of raising $115,994 from alumni was easily surpassed with
total pledges of $181,781 made by 3,004 donors, including 499 who contributed for the first time this
year.
Gunnin said this was the first year that parents of current UM students were contacted. They
responded with $9,173 in pledges.
College of Arts and Sciences alums topped the list with $42,458 in pledges, followed by the
School of Business Administration with $41,525. Law school alums accounted for the single largest
increase over last year’s contributions with $24,343, compared with $9,167 in 1996.
The eight-week drive officially ended Nov. 13, but pledges continue to trickle in, Gunnin said.
The local business drive, now in its 19th year, is a major source of income for the Excellence
Fund, which helps UM meet immediate academic needs such as scholarships, faculty and staff
development and special programs. It also funds special events such as last month’s Montana Model
United Nations and last summer’s Leadership Institute, both of which brought hundreds of Montana
high school students to campus.
Initiated in 1978 by a group of Missoula business leaders, the drive becomes increasingly
important each year as other funding sources - such as taxpayer assistance - dwindle. For the past
seven years, the business drive has used the theme “Count Me In” to encourage the campus and
Missoula communities to band together in support of UM.
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